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at both the State and national levels.
The Montana Department of Fish,
Wildlife, and Parks has honored Al for
over five decades of volunteering to
teach firearms safety to rising genera-
tions of future hunters. In 2001, The Na-
tional Rifle Association recognized Al
with their highly esteemed public serv-
ice award.

Montana cowboys like Al Lee give a
unique character to the Treasure
State. Thank you, Al, for the many
years of service and for strengthening
our Montana traditions.e

RECOGNIZING PJM
INTERCONNECTION

e Mr. TOOMEY. Mr. President, today I
recognize the 90th anniversary of PJM
Interconnection, which is the Nation’s
largest competitive wholesale elec-
tricity market.

Headquartered in Valley Forge, PA,
PJM performs the critical function of
supplying electricity to more than 65
million customers in 13 Midwestern,
Mid-Atlantic, and Southern States and
the District of Columbia.

PJM began in 1927 when three elec-
tric utilities joined together to connect
their systems and form Pennsylvania-
New Jersey Interconnection, the
world’s first continuing power pool.
Additional utilities joined the coali-
tion over the following decades, and in
1956, it became known as Pennsylvania,
New Jersey, Maryland—PJM—Inter-
connection, the name used today.
Around the same time, PJM expanded
its use of new technology by installing
its first online computer to control
electric generation and later to mon-
itor grid operations in real time, which
led to improved reliability and better
customer service.

PJM is also celebrating its 20th anni-
versary as an independent system oper-
ator, ISO. In 1997, the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, FERC, ap-
proved PJM as the Nation’s first fully
functioning ISO, which operates but
does not own electric transmission sys-
tems. Five years later, PJM became
the first regional transmission organi-
zation in the country when FERC en-
couraged the formation of these enti-
ties to increase access to competitive
wholesale energy markets. Over the
past two decades, PJM has continued
its focus on innovation and customer
service by expanding utility member-
ship, developing generating capacity,
and diversifying its energy portfolio to
include coal, natural gas, and nuclear.

In addition, PJM is recognized by its
peers as a leader in the competitive
wholesale electricity sector. The firm
continues to focus on improving energy
storage, grid technology, and demand
response. PJM first provided wholesale
electricity in 1927, and I am confident
that PJM will continue its commit-
ment to affordability, reliability, and
customer service for the foreseeable fu-
ture.e

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

——————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the United
States submitting sundry nominations
and a withdrawal which were referred
to the appropriate committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate
proceedings.)

————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION SIGNED

At 12:38 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled joint resolution:

S.J. Res. 49. Joint resolution condemning
the violence and domestic terrorist attack
that took place during events between Au-
gust 11 and August 12, 2017, in Charlottes-
ville, Virginia, recognizing the first respond-
ers who lost their lives while monitoring the
events, offering deepest condolences to the
families and friends of those individuals who
were killed and deepest sympathies and sup-
port to those individuals who were injured
by the violence, expressing support for the
Charlottesville community, rejecting White
nationalists, White supremacists, the Ku
Klux Klan, neo-Nazis, and other hate groups,
and urging the President and the President’s
Cabinet to use all available resources to ad-
dress the threats posed by those groups.

The enrolled joint resolution was
subsequently signed by the President
pro tempore (Mr. HATCH).

————

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION
PRESENTED

The Secretary of the Senate reported
that on today, September 14, 2017, she
had presented to the President of the
United States the following joint reso-
lution:

S.J. Res. 49. Joint resolution condemning
the violence and domestic terrorist attack
that took place during events between Au-
gust 11 and August 12, 2017, in Charlottes-
ville, Virginia, recognizing the first respond-
ers who lost their lives while monitoring the
events, offering deepest condolences to the
families and friends of those individuals who
were Kkilled and deepest sympathies and sup-
port to those individuals who were injured
by the violence, expressing support for the
Charlottesville community, rejecting White
nationalists, White supremacists, the Ku
Klux Klan, neo-Nazis, and other hate groups,
and urging the President and the President’s
Cabinet to use all available resources to ad-
dress the threats posed by those groups.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with amendments:

September 14, 2017

S. 1088. A bill to require the collection of
voluntary feedback on services provided by
agencies, and for other purposes (Rept. No.
115-156).

By Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, without amendment:

S. 1103. A bill to amend the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 to require the Secretary of
Homeland Security to issue Department-
wide guidance and to develop training pro-
grams as part of the Department of Home-
land Security Blue Campaign, and for other
purposes (Rept. No. 115-157).

———

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEES

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. JOHNSON for the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

*Robert P. Storch, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be Inspector General of the Na-
tional Security Agency.

By Mr. GRASSLEY for the Committee on
the Judiciary.

Ralph R. Erickson, of North Dakota, to be
United States Circuit Judge for the Eighth
Circuit.

Donald C. Coggins, Jr., of South Carolina,
to be United States District Judge for the
District of South Carolina.

Dabney Langhorne Friedrich, of California,
to be United States District Judge for the
District of Columbia.

Stephen S. Schwartz, of Virginia, to be a
Judge of the United States Court of Federal
Claims for a term of fifteen years.

Robert J. Higdon, Jr., of North Carolina, to
be United States Attorney for the Eastern
District of North Carolina for the term of
four years.

J. Cody Hiland, of Arkansas, to be United
States Attorney for the Eastern District of
Arkansas for the term of four years.

Joshua J. Minkler, of Indiana, to be United
States Attorney for the Southern District of
Indiana for the term of four years.

Byung J. Pak, of Georgia, to be United
States Attorney for the Northern District of
Georgia for the term of four years.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

(Nominations without an asterisk
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.)

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. MURPHY (for himself and Mr.
BOOZMAN):

S. 1805. A bill to require the Secretary of
Agriculture to establish a program to recog-
nize farms that have been in continuous op-
eration for 100 years; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Mr.
CASEY, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr.
SCHUMER, Mr. LEAHY, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
Mr. WYDEN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. MERKLEY,
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. HEIN-
RICH, Ms. WARREN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
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